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Presidents to avoid addressing miscellaneous public as-
semblages. And so of the Secretaries. Seward in his
speeches indicates an intention of being a candidate for
President and to run on the territorial acquisition claim.
The purchase of Russian America has demented him in
this direction, and he really flatters himself, though doubt-
ingly, that the people will rally around him. He has, how-
ever, no party, no popular strength, and his retention in
the Cabinet has greatly injured the President. It is un-
fortunate that the President does not realize this and that
the constant companionship of Seward is a mistake for
both.

A telegraph from Calcutta informs us of the wreck of
the Sacramento in the Bay of Bengal, Collins commanding.
This is a misfortune, but no loss of lives, thank Heaven.
Collins is an honest, straightforward, patriotic man. He
has not, I think, particular love or aptitude for the service.

June 27, Thursday. Montgomery Blair has become
quite indifferent in regard to the fate of President John-
son. Says he is completely under the dominion of Seward
and Stanton, who have demoralized him; that the Pre-
sident has listened to them until he has become nervous
and apprehensive, without resolute courage to carry out
or maintain his conviction, and that he is in constant
dread of impeachment.

Blair is shrewd and observing, though of strong pre-
judices. He thinks it absolutely necessary to revive the
Democratic Party and its organization in order to rescue
the government from centralizing hands. This has been
the policy of himself and some others for some time past.
The policy has its disadvantages as well as advantages.
One cause of the failure of the Union movement a year
since was the attempt to bring forward as leaders and
candidates those Democrats who had made themselves
obnoxious for then: extreme partisanship, and especially
their opposition to the measures of the Government for